Progress Report and Analysis of Data

Annual Use ol

Force Reporl

City of Sheridan Police Department
2009



INTRODUCTION

A Sheridansqugiktiac eprodtféactertthe | i fe anahdvpitoregacer ty of

to apprehend cri minal of fender s. It is the
necessary to bring the incident under control, while protecting the lives of the officer or another. The
amount of force used is the amount of force that is essential for the officer to obtain the objective.

Reports by Type of Force Used

Most use of force events occur during an arrest as subjects often use defensive resistance against
officers. In 2009, less than 2% of all arrests resulted in a use of force repuhit is comparable
with the previous two years. Reports involving the drawing of a firearm were the most common,
accounting for approximately 51% of the total type of force used. It is significant to note that in cases
where a suspect is reportedly armed, several officers may be called to respond to a single incident.

Reports by Type of Force Use
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Reports by Subject Action

The subject action depicts the level of resistance officers faced when using force or threatening to use

force. Itis important to note that in any confrontation a person may display many different levels of

resistance. Additionally, if more than one person is involved, different subjects may all display different

levels of resistance.

The most frequent subject action was defensive resistance, accounting for 50% of all reports.

Intimidation followed as the second most frequent action. Together, defensive resistance and

intimidation comprised over 83% of all use of force reports. As shown in the chart below, these figures

are comparable to the previous year.

Reports by Subject Actior
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Active AggressionPhysical actions of assault by the offender such as strikes, kicks, punches, etc.

Defensive ResistancePhysical action such as pushing away in a manner that does not allow the officer

to establish control. Running or fleeing from the officer falls under this category.

Intimidation: Non-v er b al actions, often cal
arrest. Some examples are clenching of fist, widening of feet stance or a blank expression that may

warn an off

cer of the suspect’s

| ed

emot

body |

onal

Cooperation: No attempts of resistance or use of any weapon. Use of force reports were generated if

the suspect was reported to be armed but made no attempt to use a weapon.
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Reports by Suspect Characteristics

The City of Sheridan saw a 10% decrease in the number of use of force incidents involving subjects

under the influence of alcohol. Reports involving armed subjects and subjects assaulting citizens have
remained relatively constant over the past four years. However, 2009 sawra11% increase in the
number of use of force reports involving subjects under the influence of druBgow is a

series of charts illustrating the change over the past four years.
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Actually 2008

Reportedly Armed
Armed 14%
7% °
Assaulted Under
Offlger Influence of
L2 Alcohol
Assaulted 529%
Citizen
% Under
History of Influence
Violence of Drugs
0% 10% 0%
Actually 2009
Armed
e % Under
14% Influence of

Alcohol

Assaulted 35%
Officer
7%
Under
Ass'a‘ulted History o Influence of
Citizen Violence Drugs
12% 0% 11%

2009 Annual Use of Force Report Page 5



Analysis of Occurrences by Time

Reports by Month: In addition to looking at the type of force and resistance used, an analysis of the

reports by month, time and day is conducted. The below chart shows that November was the busiest

month of the year. In contrast to 2008, February and August saw significant increases in the number of

reports.

Reports by Month
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M 2006 Reports| 1 1 4 4 2 5 1 4 3 2
M 2007 Reports| 2 1 4 1 1 5 2 1 1 2 1 4
12008 Reports | 1 1 3 3 2 3 1 4 1 2
M 2009 Reports 3 2 1 1 2 4 3 2 5 3

Reports by Time of Dayncidents involving use of force most commonly occur between the hours of

9PM and 3PM. The time in which the majority of these incidents occurred has remained the same for

the last four years.

Reports by Time of Day
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Reports by Day of WeeKThe Use of Force Report for 2009 indicates the lowest frequency of reports to
be on Saturday, followed by Wednesday. The greatest frequency of reports occurred on Mondays and
Thursdays, followed by closely by Friday. This varied considerably from the previous years, which
showed Friday and Saturday to be the busiest days of the week.

Reports by Day of the Weel
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Use of Force by Tenure and Age

The Sheridan Police Department is currently an all male police force , comprised predominately of
officers of European descent. The following charts will show how the tenure and age of our officers
relate to Use of Force reports.

Please note that the dat used reflects that many of our use of force incidents involve muléipl
officers.
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Use of Force by Tenure
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Use of Force by Age

The following chart shows the percentages of use of force reports filed according to the age of the
officer. In 2009, the percentage of officers filing reports was fairly consistent between the different age
groups. The only exception was for officers 30 years of age and younger, accounting for 5% of all
reports. It isimportant to note that in 2009, this age group represented approximately 9% of our total
number of officers.
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Conclusion

The review of the Use of Force Reports and the circumstances that warrant them is critical not only to

identify training needs but also to measure the effectiveness of the use of force measures deployed by
our personnel. Ensuring that the appropriate level of staffing is available at the right time is necessary
to ensure the safety of the officers and the community as a whole.

In protecting the life and property of its residents, the Sheridan Police Departments use of force policy
ensures that the officers use the minimum amount of force necessary to bring an incident under control.
At all times, the Department’s primary consideration is for the citizens and officers safety.
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